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Return Service Requested 

 
 

 

 That we have steady rains. 

 For Aniel’s family, Tom, and the community as they struggle 
with the murder of their friend. 

 For Ryan’s schooling as he struggles learn math and science in 
French.  

 For the final papers to finish the missionary home and guest house. 
 For funds to continue our programs.  Our budget is  approximately $150k; we have 

thankfully received $37k so far this year.   
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Tree and Gardens   

Trees 
Our tree nursery is filled to capacity and we began distributing 
plants the first of May. We began in the highest hills as the 
rains start earlier there. May 1st was Agricultural Day in Haiti, 
and we took part in a program in the community of Bab. People 
from several villages were in attendance. We took the Polaris 
utility vehicle up loaded with plants. They were very excited 
about receiving plants and are hoping we can bring more. 
 
The community of Bab (pronounced “Bob”) is beautiful. It sits 
in a depression and as a result has good soil. The surrounding 
area is nearly void of soil and vegetation however. Quite the 
contrast.  Below: Road to Bab 

 
 
 
 
 
 New additions to the tree nursery are jackfruit, can
 istel, atemoya, jujube, and sapodilla. (See above) 
 
 
Gardens 
Last year we had a severe 
drought. Many crops 
dried up. Our farmers 
with vegetable gardens 
lost their tomatoes and 
had very poor harvests of 
eggplant and peppers. 
Somehow, the papaya 
produced in abundance 
and is credited for putting 

food on the table for our farmers. Other farmers not in the program are seeking to 
join so they too can get papaya. We have started the seeds for papaya, tomatoes, hot 
and bell peppers. We have over 3,200 seeds of papaya planted to small bags. 
 
Agriculturist Meeting 
The government has meetings in which they invite all of us working in agriculture to 
attend. We have provided all in attendance with a pair of excellent Creole books on 
natural medicine, agriculture, and God.  This book was written by our friend Dr. Kris 
Thede and her husband Cory, from Allegan, MI. These books only cost $2 each! 

On World Water Day in 

April, we asked for dona-

tions to buy water filters 

and almost $3,000 was 

collected!  This is enough 

to buy water filters for 60 

families.  THANK YOU! 

 

According to the National Institute of Health, Haiti is the most under-

served country in the western hemisphere in terms of water and sani-

tation infrastructure by a wide margin; only 69% of the population has 

access to an improved water source and only 17% had access to im-

proved sanitation facilities...Sadly, the survey also documented one-

half (50.9%) of those with “improved” water sources tested positive for 

Escherichia coli.  

This woman is new to the  
program in one of the communi-
ties we are working on.  She is 
preparing the soil for the plants 
she will receive as soon as the 
rains start.   



Kids for Kids Program 
We continue to supply communities with male goats and are plan-
ning to start a new program for youth. We will be teaching kids 
about the care of goats and will give them a female goat to raise. 
In time they will cross it with the buck and will be able to sell the 
offspring. We are looking to hire someone to oversee this effort. 
There is another project in the valley that does this, and we will go 
learn from them. A donation as little as $40 can provide a goat for 
child and their family. Goats provide protein-rich food and dairy 
to their family and can be a way to pay for school.    

This woman stopped me to take me for a walk to 
see the female goat she had purchased with 
profits from a garden of papaya and hot peppers 
we helped her start.  She was so proud. This goat 
is in the community of Demene where a family 
provided a male goat back in December 2014.  The 
buck has sired over 23 offspring!! This lady's goat 
should be mature enough soon to begin breeding.  
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Pack Your Bags…Please join us in October 2016 

Bill Cansfield of Methodist Church of the Dunes in Grand Haven, Michigan is planning a mission trip for October 21 
through 28, 2016.  It is not too late to join the team as we have just begun to finalize some of the details.  We have 
several people who are interested from Bill’s church and several from a few other churches.  We hope to continue 
work on the ministry campus if our papers are finalized.  However, the team is bringing several Sawyer water filters 
with them and they will be distributing the filters and training the recipients in the proper use.  They will also be work-
ing along side Haitians in the tree nursery and visiting the projects in the mountains.  There is a great opportunity to 
serve, grow, and plant spiritual fruit during this trip.  For more information, please contact Bill Cansfield  
kbcansfield@gmail.com or Tammy Davison at tammy@faithinactionint.org.  

 
Agricultural Day at the Baptist School 
Our son Ryan attends the local Baptist school. They had an agricultural fair recently and asked us to have 
a display. We went with one plant of almost everything we have in the nursery and placed them around 
the school yard. We also set up a table display with fruit trees we are introducing to Haiti. Both the kids 
and adults loved this, and we had a constant stream of people coming to observe. My wife Ficilta joined 
me there for a few hours. I was there from 7am till 4pm when rains came and shut us down.  We will be 
developing a plot with fruit trees from around the world as well as developing a demonstration food gar-
den for the school. Our main focus will be on edible greens and fruits for making juice. We have planted 
moringa trees with the first harvest last week. We will also be planting two other kinds of greens (chacha 
and Malabar spinach), passionfruit, and canistel. Our tree nursery is on the grounds of the Baptist school, 
and we are taking over a larger area adjacent to the nursery for this project. In time, we will invite other 
schools to come and learn what they can grow. The nice thing about these greens is that all three can be 
cut and replanted. 



As we begin planning for our next church leader training seminar, it is with great sadness that I inform you of 
the loss of my dear friend, Aniel. Aniel was the head of the committee overseeing the training  seminars.   
Aniel was kidnapped as he left a credit union a few weeks ago and was later murdered. Aniel had formerly 
worked in our children's nursery and went on to start a church with the kids from that nursery. It has been a 
very difficult time for everyone here. Aniel leaves behind a wife and six children.  Below is a photo from a 
2013 newsletter of Obenes, Me, and Aniel as we walked across the river to get to people we serve in the 
mountains.  

Greetings in Christ from Tom Braak 

                  Clean Water           Ministry            Animal Husbandry             Agriculture  

www.faithinactionint.org                June 2016 

Please Help... You may use the enclosed envelope, and make your check payable to:  
Faith in Action International, P.O. Box 171, Spring Lake, Michigan  49456 

Donations can also be made on line at www.faithinactionint.org    
This is a non-denominational, non-profit organization formed for charitable purposes as defined within  
Section 501(c )(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

19 Years of Providing Help to the Poor in Haiti 

 
Our latest news is inside. I hope you’ll open up and read.  Thank you to all who have 
kept us in your prayers and who have supported our efforts. We are located in the cen-
ter of voodoo for the country of Haiti, so prayers are so very important to us. With your 
help we are changing the hearts and minds of the people and focusing them on Christ. 

Blessings, Tom, Ficilta, and Ryan 


